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1. Summary 
 
1.1 This report sets out background information for the Committee’s meeting with experts to discuss the 

subject of community involvement in planning.  The meeting will give the Committee the 
opportunity to review whether the proposals for community involvement in local planning issues will 
be effective in London and what, if any, improvements could be made.   

 
 

2. Recommendation 
 

That the Committee notes this report as background to putting questions to experts on 
community involvement in the planning system. 
 
 

3. Background 
 
3.1 On 6 July 2011 the Committee agreed to undertake a review of community involvement in planning 

in London with the following term of reference: 

 To review existing opportunities and challenges for community involvement in planning in 
London and possible future solutions that could enable all Londoners to get involved both in 
plan and policy making and in the control of development;  

 
3.2 Background information on this review can be found on the Assembly’s website here:  

http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/assembly_investigation/ 
neighbourhood-planning 

 
3.3 A first formal Committee meeting with invited guest was held on 18 October 2011 which followed a 

stakeholder consultation event on 7 October.  
 
3.4 At the stakeholder event participants discussed the needs of communities wanting to prepare a 

neighbourhood plan, the possible content of such plans and their relationship with higher level 
plans. At the formal meeting Members questioned a number of invited guests on several key issues, 
including London’s unique situation regarding the definition of neighbourhoods and the increasing 
pressure on local authorities’ resources and workload in order to facilitate community involvement 
and neighbourhood plans. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/assembly_investigation/%20neighbourhood-planning
http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/assembly_investigation/%20neighbourhood-planning


        

 
 

4.  Issues for Consideration  
 
4.1 The reforms set out in the Government’s Localism Bill (now an Act after being given Royal Assent on 

15 November 2011) seek to ‚give communities a far greater sense of ownership over decisions that 
make a big difference to their quality of life. They will allow for the exercise of genuine power at a 
local level; and put the ideals of the Big Society at the very heart of planning‛.1 

 
4.2 The Localism Act’s arrangements for neighbourhood planning seek to provide a statutory framework 

through which Community Led Plans (or Neighbourhood Plans) can meet local aspirations.  For 
London a key issue will be the balance between its strategic position as a global city at the heart of 
the UK economy and the local concerns of its residents and diverse communities.2  

 
4.3 The Committee is reviewing whether the new opportunities and procedures for community 

involvement in the planning system beyond simple consultation will be effective in London and 
what, if any, improvements need to be made given the Mayor’s unique regional planning function.  
It is likely, therefore, that the Localism Agenda will play out differently in London compared to the 
rest of the country, and as such, the challenges it presents require specifically tailored policy 
solutions. 

 
Main area for discussion 

4.4 Following the agreed terms of reference and building on the meetings held in October (see 
paragraph 3.4), the main areas for discussion at this meeting are expected to include: 

 

 Funding and skills for neighbourhood planning 

 Implementation of neighbourhood plans and relationship with Supplementary Planning 
Documents and Opportunity Area Planning Frameworks 

 Enabling ongoing community involvement beyond the adoption of plans 

 Pan London approach, i.e. networking potential and exchange of information or data 
 

Guests 

4.5 The following experts have been invited to discuss these issues with Members: 

 Dean James, Planning Policy Officer, London Borough of Sutton 

Dean is one of two lead officers assisting the Hackbridge community to produce a Hackbridge 
Neighbourhood Development Plan as part of the London Borough of Sutton’s front runner 
scheme. Officers attend all the Steering Group meetings and provide help and advice to the 
group. The group are currently arranging a workshop to take place in November which the 
London Borough of Sutton will be helping to facilitate.  

 Joanna Hammond, Neighbourhood Planning Team Leader, Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea (RBKC) 

The Neighbourhoods Team has been set up in response to neighbourhood planning and the 
wider localism agenda. It consists of Joanna (whose previous role at RBKC was Town Centre 
Initiatives Manager), two planners and two urban designers. The team will be taking forward 
area-based planning in the borough, which will include Supplementary Planning Documents  for 
Strategic Sites, reviewing Conservation Area Proposal Statements and taking forward 
Neighbourhood Plans as they emerge. 

                                                 
1 The Rt Hon Greg Clark MP, Minister for Decentralisation, on ‘Participation in planning’, 30 November 2010   
2 http://www.futureoflondon.org.uk/2011/05/06/localism-in-london-3 



        

 Giles Dolphin, Assistant Director Planning, Greater London Authority (GLA) 

Giles heads up the GLA’s Planning Department which it is made up of the Planning Decisions 
Unit (PDU) and the London Plan team. PDU is responsible for all planning applications referred 
to the Mayor and also prepare strategic planning frameworks.  The London Plan team is 
responsible for strategic spatial planning, eg the implementation and review of the London Plan 
(Spatial Development Strategy) or the consideration of the boroughs' policy documents.  

 Yvonne Rydin, Professor of Planning, Environment and Policy, University College London  

Yvonne has a background in Land Economy and Regional and Urban Planning Studies, as well 
as a short stint in practice as a Chartered Surveyor working on planning and development 
issues. Her particular interests are processes of strategy development, public participation, the 
role of social capital in planning, and the analysis of policy discourses as well as a range of 
policy issues that contribute to the sustainability agenda. 

 Fabian Sharpe, Coordinator Community Policy & Practice, Paddington Development Trust  

Paddington Development Trust is an apolitical community-based social enterprise that seeks to 
foster a thriving civil society in Paddington. Its work has been recognised as a model of best 
practice. Fabian acted as Neighbourhood Manager in the Queen’s Park ward, drawing up a 
detailed Neighbourhood Plan for the area based on local consultation. In January 2011 a 
campaign to introduce a Community (Parish) Council in Queen’s Park was launched by residents 
and Westminster Council are currently considering the proposal. 

 
Next steps 

4.6 Following this meeting the Committee will discuss its future output, taking into account the results 
of the two Committee meetings, the stakeholder consultation event and all written evidence 
received, with a view to publishing in early 2012.   

 
  Strategy Implications 

4.7 The proposed review has relevance to the implementation of the London Plan (Spatial Development 
Strategy), which is a statutory strategy under the Greater London Authority Act 1999. It also relates 
to emerging Supplementary Planning Guidance to the London Plan on the issue of ‚Shaping 
Neighbourhoods‛. 

 
 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report. 

 
 
6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report.  Financial implications for 

individual programme of work in 2011/12 will be dealt with separately in reports to the Committee 
as and when the Committee is required to make relevant decisions. 

 
 
List of appendices to this report: 
 
None 
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